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March 16, 2020

Dear Northwest Chris�an Families,

First, I want to say thank you to each one of you for your support and flexibility during this �me.   

As you know, as of Tuesday, March 17, 2020 Governor Jay Inslee mandated the closure of school buildings to promote
social distancing and to delay the spread of the COVID-19 virus.  I am thrilled to say that Northwest Chris�an Schools’ K-12
educa�onal program will remain open through a remote educa�onal learning model!  This is fantas�c news, and we are
grateful to con�nue the educa�on of your students.  We are truly excited to carry on the tradi�on of providing a “gospel-
centered educa�on every day for every student!”  

The verses I read this morning were from Psalm 40:3,5: “He put a new song in my mouth, a hymn of praise to our God.
 Many will see and fear the Lord and put their trust in him…Many, Lord God are the wonders you have done, the things
you planned for us. None can compare with you; were I to speak and tell of your deeds, they would be too many to
declare.”    I am in awe of our amazing God and place my full trust in his care.  This is no �me to fear what is taking place in
our world.  We are victorious in Christ, and it truly is a new day at Northwest Chris�an.  We are excited to see how God will
use and shape this for His glory.

On Tuesday, March 17 the teachers will be training and preparing to fully implement the remote educa�onal learning plan
for your students.   Wednesday, March 18 our goal for each student will be a “so� start”. In reality, our goal Wednesday is
for each student to iden�fy their work-space at home, troubleshoot any passwords and technology issues that need
a�en�on, and begin the learning adventure at home.  Thursday, March 19 and Friday, March 20 will be full educa�onal
days.  

The elementary will need to follow the schedule each grade-level classroom teacher provides. Elementary students will
need parent or caregiver help along the way. Primary students will incorporate more tradi�onal packets with a dose of
technology.    Intermediate student lessons will increasingly have more technological integra�on.   The classroom teachers
for elementary will now be your main resource for ques�ons and conferencing.   Teachers will be se�ng virtual one-to-one
conferences with parents and students with a goal of two-per week.     

The Middle School and High School have launched a Learning Management System (LMS) through RenWeb, which will
update the RenWeb App. The LMS will be the star�ng place for educa�on each day. Students will need to log in to their
RenWeb LMS class each day.  Students receive their a�endance points by simply making a comment on the class wall in
the LMS.  Classes will follow a similar schedule that they normally have in school by “periods”.    Our goal this week is to
u�lize the LMS and its interac�ve func�ons.  Next week our goal will be to incorporate video and streaming methods into



the lessons. The Middle School and High School will follow Bell Schedule Periods 1-7 on Wednesday, Bell Schedule Block-
Periods 1,3,5,7 on Thursday, and Bell Schedule Block-Periods 2,4,6 on Friday.  In the following weeks Monday will be full
periods 1-7, Tuesdays and Thursdays Block-Periods 1,3,5,7 and Wednesdays and Fridays Block Periods 2,4,6.        

We are using technology and devices across the system.  If you feel that you are in need of a device, a password, or
counsel on how to set up an app or program that the teacher is using, please feel free to reach out.    Elementary students
should first contact their classroom teacher.   Middle school students should email Sco� Ferguson, Middle School Principal
directly at sferguson@nwcs.org   High School students/parents should email Carey House, Registrar and College/Career
Coordinator at chouse@nwcs.org. Across the system, emails will be a  primary mode of communica�on.  Please u�lize this
tool.  Each staff/faculty’s email format is firstle�erlastname@nwcs.org (e.g. jjohnson@nwcs.org).

If you are enrolled in our customized daycare classes, we will con�nue to provide daycare at the Colbert Campus.  Please
contact Early Learning Director Jennie Atkins, jatkins@nwcs.org, if you need more informa�on.

Thank you again for your flexibility over these next few weeks.   You will receive a le�er from K-5 classroom teachers and
MS and HS principals regarding specifics as to what students will be required to accomplish and to receive their daily
learning schedule. We are intending to send out informal surveys along the way for feedback from our parents.   Many
blessings as we embark on this adventure together!

Mr. Ricks

Northwest Chris�an Schools
Execu�ve Director of Educa�on  
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